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Leader of the Council:

South Norfolk District Council

John Fuller

South Norfolk Council

Swan Lane

Long Stratton

Norwich NR15 2XE

Dear Mr Fuller,

I am writing to oppose the new urban development proposed for the RURAL village of Hethersett. This will undoubtedly have an adverse effect on our VILLAGE. 

Any new houses will have a negative impact on the community; a community that struggles with existing water/sewerage and traffic demands. Similarly, the local schools are fully subscribed with little room for expansion. Where the proposed development includes a new school, clearly this will only happen should all of the proposed houses be built and likely at the very end of the development, which could take years, if at all. This does not take into account current issues with the local infrastructure. Anyone who drives through the village during those times children are dropped off and taken to school can see the dangers clearly.

The practice of tagging on substantial, unwelcome and ill-designed developments to a village, one already struggling with roads and parking, is illogical and poorly considered. The significant cost to improve the infrastructure to an acceptable standard, suggested as at least £40 million by Richard Bacon at our most recent meeting in the Village Hall, would surely be better spent creating a new village on a more appropriate site. 

There are prime examples of large scale developments, inappropriately and poorly designed, that show little sympathy to local architecture and the character of the village in which they are invading. How such developments are ever approved is impossible to know…

The ill-conceived notion to overdevelop existing rural villages, such as Hethersett and surrounding areas, is short-sighted and focuses on short-term benefits. Growth of this scale will lead to a ‘suburban sprawl’, destroying village identity with larger cities like Norwich engulfing smaller communities. 

This is not what we want as the fate of our rural village of Hethersett.
 Yours sincerely
